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and since has grown to a congregation of over 
one thousand. 

That type of growth, along with a steadfast 
pastor like Dan Carr, has allowed Faith Baptist 
Church to become a community leader of faith 
ministry and outreach. In the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005, Faith Baptist opened 
its doors as a relief station where thousands 
of Gulf Coast survivors found comfort, hope, 
and needed supplies in those troubled and un-
certain times. 

Pastor Carr is married to his lovely wife 
Mickey, and together they share nine children 
and eleven grandchildren. Mississippi, Gulf-
port, and the Fourth Congressional District are 
blessed by the continued ministry of Pastor 
Dan Carr. 

I congratulate Pastor Dan Carr on his 30th 
anniversary and wish the Faith Baptist Church 
family continued growth and success in min-
istry for many more years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. DAN FAGER 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to pay tribute to Mr. Dan Fager on his re-
tirement with thirty-five years of service with 
Chevron Corporation. 

Dan was born and raised in Topeka, Kan-
sas, and he graduated from Topeka West 
High School in 1970. After high school he at-
tended the University of Kansas for two years. 
He then transferred to Michigan State Univer-
sity and graduated in 1974 with a degree in 
Criminal Justice. Dan was a police officer in 
Baltimore, Maryland for one year before head-
ing back to the University of Kansas Law 
School, where he obtained a Juris Doctor de-
gree in 1977. Dan lived in Denver right after 
law school where he worked as a law clerk for 
the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Dan Fager began his career with Chevron in 
September of 1980 as a Land Representative 
in the Denver office. In 1985, he became Dis-
trict Supervisor for Land. Dan then moved to 
Washington, DC as the Upstream Representa-
tive in 1988 on a ‘‘temporary’’ assignment. 
That temporary assignment soon morphed into 
his permanent placement. 

Fager quickly became a highly respected 
and effective lobbyist in Washington, DC es-
tablishing Chevron as a go-to company on 
Capitol Hill. His word was his bond and his 
fact-based approach and commitment to integ-
rity made him indispensable to Chevron and 
the people in Washington with whom he 
worked. 

His accomplishments are numerous, includ-
ing the Unocal acquisition for Chevron, first 
preserving Chevron’s right to operate in 
Burma and then later helping to lift the sanc-
tions that allowed the U.S. to normalize the 
commercial relationship. He also played a key 
role ensuring that U.S. tax policy encouraged 
U.S. investment in oil and gas. 

As the head of Chevron’s federal affairs 
team, Dan managed a staff of four. While his 
tendency to play the ‘‘devil’s advocate’’ could 
sometimes frustrate the team, they agree that 
his challenges helped them sharpen their lob-
bying skills. 

Anyone who knows Dan will describe him 
as a true gentleman with a bi-partisan spirit. 

He is well respected for both his knowledge 
on issues and his calm and kind demeanor. 
He is a consummate professional, with a 
warm sense of humor and strong work ethic. 
I am proud to call him a personal friend. 

I congratulate Dan on his retirement and 
thank him for his diligent service to the energy 
industry. I wish him all the best that retirement 
has to offer. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is 18,086,946,763,085.79. We’ve 
added $7,460,069,714,172.71 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $7.4 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING ALITHER MAE 
STEPHENS 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Alither Mae Stephens of 
Copperas Cove, Texas as she celebrates her 
100th birthday on January 15, 2015. Even with 
a century of living behind her, she remains a 
vibrant part of her growing central Texas com-
munity. 

Born in Cassatt, South Carolina, Alither kept 
her southern heritage alive when she moved 
to Copperas Cove. Devoted to family, Alither 
and her beloved Edward had one daughter, 
eight grandchildren, and numerous great- 
grandchildren. She knows the keys to a long 
life are eating healthy, staying positive, and re-
maining active. Alither continues to cook for 
herself and church, bowling, and civic duties 
help fill her days. 

In her century of living, Alither witnessed her 
nation’s brave soldiers defend freedom on for-
eign shores, watched a humble midwesterner 
take mankind’s first steps on another world, 
and marveled at technological advances be-
yond any of her dreams. She listened to the 
soaring words of a southern minister as he 
worked to bring equality to all Americans and 
she saw people of all races, creeds, and back-
grounds join together to make our nation a 
beacon of hope and freedom. Alither saw how 
America has been defined by extraordinary 
men and women who fought for a country 
brave enough to confront its past imperfec-
tions and hopeful enough to embrace a better 
tomorrow. 

The City of Copperas Cove, Texas pro-
claimed January 15, 2015 as Alither Mae Ste-
phens Day, a fitting tribute to an amazing lady 
who has lived a long life, blessing all she has 
come into contact with along the way. I join 
her family and friends in celebrating Alither as 

we wish her the happiest of birthdays and 
nothing but health and prosperity in the years 
ahead. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call No. 19 
on Monday, January 12th, 2015, my son un-
derwent emergency surgery for appendicitis. 
For that reason, I was unable to travel to 
Washington, DC, in time for floor votes. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. LORI A. 
WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT OF THE 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Dr. Lori A. Williams, who will 
be honored as the 137th President of the 
Lackawanna County Medical Society during its 
Annual Presidential Reception on Saturday, 
January 24. Dr. Williams has brought her 
training and education to the task of providing 
and improving health care in Eynon, Lacka-
wanna County, and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Williams is an alumnus of the University 
of Scranton and Hahneman Medical School. 
She completed her internship and residency at 
MacDill AFB in Biloxi, Mississippi. Dr. Williams 
is board certified in internal medicine. She 
served three years as a staff internist at 
MacDill AFB in Tampa, Florida. After serving 
as a major in the Air Force, Dr. Williams re-
turned home to northeast Pennsylvania. 

Upon returning to Eynon, Dr. Williams set 
up a private practice where she has been a 
driving force in the Lackawanna medical com-
munity. Throughout her career, Dr. Williams 
has provided exceptional medical care and 
served as a leader in her field. An outspoken 
advocate for fellow physicians, she has served 
on the House of Delegates of the Pennsyl-
vania Medical Society. Dr. Williams has also 
served as the Society’s chief spokesperson on 
patient rights and quality of care issues. 

It is a great honor to recognize Dr. Lori Wil-
liams for her work in the medical field. I am 
grateful for her leadership and advocacy in the 
Lackawanna medical community. May she 
continue to achieve excellence in providing 
care to the citizens of the great Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. 
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HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING 

THE SENSE OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES THAT THE 
CITIZENS’ STAMP ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE, AS AN ENTITY OF 
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE, SHOULD ISSUE A COM-
MEMORATIVE STAMP IN HONOR 
OF THE HOLIDAY OF DIWALI 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
House Resolution Expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives that the Citizens’ 
Stamp Advisory Committee, as an entity of the 
United States Postal Service, should issue a 
commemorative stamp in honor of the holiday 
of Diwali. I am proud to be joined in this effort 
by my colleagues Congresswoman TULSI 
GABBARD, Congressman MIKE HONDA, Con-
gresswoman GRACE MENG, and Congressman 
AMI BERA. 

The five-day ‘‘festival of lights,’’ Diwali cele-
brates the triumph of good over evil, light over 
dark, and knowledge over ignorance. This fes-
tive and important Indian holiday is celebrated 
by billions across the globe. Despite the sig-
nificance of this holiday to many Americans, 
the United States Postal Service has not yet 
recognized Diwali with a commemorative 
stamp, as it has with other major religious and 
cultural holidays such as Christmas, Kwanzaa, 
Hanukkah, and Eid. 

As one of the world’s oldest religious holi-
days, Diwali has survived political, economic 
and social changes throughout history, while 
always carrying the universal symbolism of the 
victory of light, goodness, knowledge and 
truth. It is long overdue that we honor this sig-
nificant holiday with a postage stamp of its 
own. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF RICHARD 
MELTON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Napa Police Department 
(NPD) Chief Richard Melton upon his retire-
ment. Capping off a long and impressive ca-
reer in law enforcement, Chief Melton devoted 
the last ten years to serving and protecting our 
community as Chief of Police. 

Before coming to Napa, Chief Melton was 
the Chief of Police for both Farmington and 
Los Alamos, New Mexico Police Departments. 
Upon assuming the position of Chief of Police 
in Napa in 2004, Chief Melton immediately 
began improving the NPD’s relationship with 
the community as well as both the level of 
professionalism and education within the NPD. 

Chief Melton made it a priority for the NPD 
to forge a better working relationship with 
members of the homeless population in our 
community. As a result, the number of calls in-
volving homeless persons decreased by 50 
percent and the number of homeless persons 
arrested dropped by 50 percent. Chief Melton 

also worked to improve the NPD’s interactions 
with those in our community who suffer from 
mental health issues by bringing a part-time 
Napa County Mental Health Worker to the 
NPD. As Chief, Richard Melton recognized the 
importance of compassion, efficiency and pro-
fessionalism when working with all members 
of our community. 

Chief Melton made significant progress in 
raising the level of education within the NPD. 
He always encouraged and supported his em-
ployees to take advantage of training and edu-
cational opportunities. He also raised the level 
of formal education for employees at the 
supervisorial and managerial levels. Chief 
Melton made a concerted effort to increase 
the level of professionalism within the NPD 
during his tenure, while still remaining ap-
proachable and receptive to his employees. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Melton’s career is noth-
ing short of impressive. On behalf of a grateful 
community, I wish him a most enjoyable retire-
ment. 

f 

IN HONOR OF TASSOS 
EFSTRATIADES, ESQ. 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Tassos Efstratiades, Esq. of Cherry 
Hill, New Jersey for his achievements, con-
tributions, and service to the people of New 
Jersey and its Hellenic community. 

Born in Athens, Greece, Mr. Efstratiades’ 
life has been an inspiration to the citizens of 
South Jersey. After coming to the United 
States, he graduated from Villanova University 
with a law degree and a Master’s degree in 
International Relations. Over his more than 
three decades practicing law, Mr. Efstratiades 
has published numerous law articles and now 
serves as the co-chair of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association’s Banking Committee. 

Mr. Efstratiades also served the people of 
New Jersey in a number of civic posts. He 
was a close advisor to Governor James Florio, 
served as a board member of the New Jersey 
Economic Development Authority, and as 
chairman of the Governor’s Commission on 
International Trade among several other posi-
tions. Currently, he is serving as a member of 
the New Jersey Health Care Administration 
Board. 

Mr. Efstratiades is a pillar of New Jersey’s 
Hellenic community. He was one of the found-
ers of the Greek American Chamber of Com-
merce of New Jersey, and served not only as 
the first chairman of its board, but later as its 
president as well. He was instrumental in the 
the creation of the Hellenic Federation of New 
Jersey and, after being elected its first presi-
dent, he worked tirelessly to promote the inter-
ests of the Greek Orthodox Church and the 
Hellenic community in New Jersey. In recogni-
tion of his efforts, Mr. Efstratiades was made 
an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate by 
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew I. 

Mr. Speaker, Tassos Efstratiades, Esq. is a 
great man who exemplifies the American spir-
it. I join the Hellenic Federation and all of New 
Jersey in honoring the achievements of this 
exceptional man. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 17 
on Monday, January 12th, 2015, my son un-
derwent emergency surgery for appendicitis. 
For that reason, I was unable to travel to 
Washington, DC, in time for floor votes. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FIRE CHIEF MATT 
SHOBERT 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 14, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
commitment and contributions to the City of 
Murrieta, California are exceptional. Murrieta 
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated community leaders who willingly and un-
selfishly give their time and talent and make 
their communities a better place to live and 
work. Murrieta Fire Chief, Matt Shobert, is one 
of these individuals. On Tuesday, January 20, 
2015, Matt Shobert will be honored for his de-
voted and valiant service to the people of 
Murrieta. 

Matt began his firefighting career in Tucson, 
Arizona, actively working his way to leading 
the fire department in Sedona, Arizona. He 
then brought his talent and leadership to the 
Hemet Fire Department, in which he served as 
Fire Chief for three years. Matt was then ap-
pointed as Murrieta’s Fire Chief in March of 
2011 in which he enthusiastically served the 
community for nearly four years. 

Chief Shobert holds a Master Degree in Or-
ganizational Management, a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Business Management and an Associ-
ate’s Degree in Fire Science. In addition, Matt 
also graduated from the National Fire Acad-
emy’s Executive Fire Officers’ Program, has 
been accredited three times as a Chief Fire 
Officer Designee by the Center for Public 
Safety Excellence and has also been awarded 
membership into the Institution of Fire Engi-
neers. 

Chief Matt Shobert is retiring after incurring 
a devastating injury while doing what he en-
joyed most, keeping the people of Murrieta 
safe. Throughout his tenure, Fire Chief Matt 
Shobert continued the distinguished history of 
the Murrieta Fire Department, working daily to 
improve the partnership held with the commu-
nity and by enhancing the strong sense of ca-
maraderie amongst the firefighters in his de-
partment. 

Fire Chief Matt Shobert has been an excel-
lent public servant who has consistently pro-
vided for the safety and well-being of the com-
munity of Murrieta. His legacy will serve as a 
shining example and constant reminder of 
what it means to be a public servant and I am 
proud to call Matt a fellow community mem-
ber, American and friend. I know that many 
are grateful for his service and salute him in 
his retirement. 
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